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1. Two hundred and thirty-ive German officers had arrived in Syria ;
as of the end of October 1948, Thirty-five of these officers were
oxports in civilian work. such as the manufacturing of textiles,
factory management, ebtc., and were sent to the factories in Damascus.
The west of these Germans have been attached to the Syrian Army,
@nd each of them was given an officer’s rank by Syrian Army Headquarters.

Aoout one-half of these officers came from priscn camps in Leypte
They were sent to Syria by the Arab league after the League had investigated
them. The remainder of the Germans were reernited by Syrians in Rome, Italy,

2nd by a man named John Homsi who had been in Gernmany and who kiew a 25X1A2g
number of these German officers personally. Comment. In
source with good contacts in the Syrian Army repor av Alkram Tabarah

under the alias of Holmi, had been recruiting fisymaps and Yugoslavao -25X1 X6

S~ Some of these Germans carried identity cards which had been signed by
Fawzi Qawugji when he was in Germany. These nen were all investigated
oy Lieutenant Rada Istambuli, issistanl to the Cormanding 0fficer of the

(-2 section of the Syrian Armiy, Istambuli had at one time served with the
Gestapo in Germany, source states.

it

ocument is hereby regraded to
1AL in accordance with the

Director of Centr:
Archivist of the Unite

Next Review Date: 2008

CLASSIFICATION SE
STATE NAVY X |nsrs WA

army — FOIKTAR I L

DISTRIBUTION LISTING MUST BE

: 1.
¢ PUBLIC IRELEASE OF [THTS DOGUMEN

C

Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP82AQ0457R002100070008-7



